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KNQF

ACQF Referencing, Green Skills, 
Digital Badges & Micro Credentials

KNQF Regulations, Accreditation Framework & 
NQD

KCATS, KNQCS, RPL, Monitoring & Evaluation 
Framework

Quality Assurance Framework; EAQAN; AfriQAN;

Policy development;  Regional & Continental Integration 

Institutional Capacity Building “KNQA Mashinani”

Qualifications Alignment & Validation 

Integration of OS, LMI & Level Descriptors

Operationalization and Implementation of the KNQF

Establishment, Development and Institutionalization of the KNQF



KNQF Implementation

Development, Legal 
Establishment and 

Institutionalization of the 
Kenya National Qualifications 

Framework

2012-2018 Operationalization of 
KNQF Implementation

2018

Expansion of KNQF 
Awareness, KNQA 

Mashinani and 
Institutional 

Capacity Building

2021-2023 ❖ National Policy Framework,
Standards and Guidelines 

for the Accreditation 
System on Qualifications

❖ Gazettement of the 
KNQF General 
Regulations, 2025

— Legal Notice No. 94;
formal legal framework for 

KNQF implementation

2025

First National 
Qualifications 

Conference as a 
Platform for 
Reflection, 

Partnerships and 
Reimagining the 

KNQF

2026



Industry Linkages

Integration of 
Occupational 

Standards, Labour 
Market Information 
and Professional 

Qualifications into 
KNQF Implementation

2019-2026 2019-2026

Strengthening of 
Outcome-Based 

Curriculum 
Alignment to KNQF 
Level Descriptors



Lifelong Learning

Development of the 
Kenya Credit 

Accumulation and 
Transfer System - 

framework

2022-2024

Launch and 
Implementation of the 
Recognition of Prior 

Learning Policy 
Framework

2024 2026

Validation of the Report 
on Referencing the 
KNQF to the African 

Continental 
Qualifications 
Framework ; 

Development of Micro 
Credentials Framework



KNQF Supporting Inclusion

Recognition of informal learning, RPL, KCATS 
and flexible pathways are opening access for 
youth, refugees, women and workers in the 

informal economy.

KNQF strengthens comparability of 
qualifications, supports mobility and aligns 

Kenya with regional & continental 
frameworks such as EAQFHE; IGADQF; 

ACQF.



Emerging Trends

Development and 
National 

Dissemination of the 
Kenya National 
Qualifications 

Classification and 
Coding Standard

2024-2026

Future Development 
Agenda on Emerging 
Qualifications, Digital 
Badges, Greening the 

KNQF and Global 
Visibility

2025-2026Development of the 
Kenya Micro-Credentials 
recognition Framework 

and Advancement of 
Flexible, Future-Oriented 
Qualification Pathways

2025-2026

Recognition of Full 
Qualifications, Part 

Qualifications, Short 
Courses and 

Micro-Credentials 
within the KNQF

2019-2026



Digital Transformation

Enhancement, 
Rebranding and 

Governance of the 
National Qualifications 

Database

2025-2026

Operationalization of the QAV 
Portal and Growth in 

Alignment and Validation 
Services

2020-2025



Quality Assurance

Development of the 
National Policy 

Framework on Quality 
Assurance of National 

Qualifications

2023-2025 Development of the 
Framework for 
Monitoring and 

Evaluating KNQF 
Implementation

2024-2025 2025-2026

2026Strengthened 
Registration, Digitization 

and Compliance 
Monitoring of KNQF 

Implementation

Development and 
Validation of the National 

Policy Framework on 
Assessment and 

Certification of National 
Qualifications





7
4

KNQF Analytics
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QAB’s 2,596
Qualifications 640,063 Graduates
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102
Countries

QAV 1,15
8

Validation

33+ Institution
s

RPL 1
1

48,38
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Trade 
Areas

18,845 
Alignment

Certified
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Communication
• Awareness Creation

Technical Structure
• Complexity in aligning different types 

of qualifications

Resources
▪ Insufficient funding & other 

resources

Stakeholders
▪ Slow uptake of KNQF

Governance and legislation
▪ Varied interpretation of mandates
▪ Weak enforcement & ME

Emerging Issues

▪ Climate change & green skills gap
▪ Labour market dynamics & skills-first shift
▪ Unrecognized qualifications & mobility
▪ Digitalization & AI
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